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Judge Parks with Gov. Deal after her swearing-in ceremony

on Aug. 14 in Atlanta.

Sept. 4, and she is looking
forward to a long career serving
the residents of Union, Towns,
White and Lumpkin counties.
Initially, Parks caught
the law bug as a high school

student working part-time for
a law office in Helen.

She continued working
for that law office while
attending the University of
Georgia, then moved on to

work for another law firm as she
earned her Juris Doctor from
the Mercer University School
of Law.

And it was during her
time with this second law office
that she came to understand her
calling.

“After working with that
lawyer, just seeing the way he
could help people with the law,
that’s what piqued my interest
in it. From there, that’s what I
chose to pursue,” said Parks.

She graduated from
Mercer in 1993, then practiced
law for a couple of years before
heading back to school, this time
to the University of Nottingham
in England, where she attained
her Master of Laws degree
in International Commercial
Law.

Thereafter, Parks returned
to her White County roots to
run a private law practice in
Cleveland until 1998, when
Judge Hugh Stone of the Enotah
Judicial Circuit approached
her about filling a judgeship in
the White County Magistrate
Court.

Parks accepted the
Magistrate appointment at the

Habitat for Humanity Towns Union Counties’
Hard Hats and High Heels Gala September 8th
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CASINO NIGHT GALA

North Georgia Technical College
Conference Center
6:30pm

It’s that time of year for
Habitat for Humanity Towns
Union Counties’ Hard Hats
and High Heels Gala. Mark
your calendars for Saturday,
September 8 at 6:30 p.m. when
the food, fun, and festivities
begin. This 5th annual event
will be held at North Georgia
Technical College located at
121 Meeks Avenue in Blairs-
ville and is expected to be the
best one yet!

Dress up in your finest
blue jeans or your Georgia

Glam and get ready for the
first-ever Casino Night spon-
sored by Harrah’s Casino.
Along with a full-course din-
ner prepared by Chef Dan-
ielle Carter and the college’s
culinary students, moonshine
tastings will be offered by our
very own Grandaddy Mimms
Moonshine Distillery. And if
that is not enough, a fabulous
assortment of prizes will be
available through silent auc-
tion or game winnings.

All proceeds that eve-

ning will benefit our mission
of helping families gain suit-
able, affordable and safe hous-
ing in the two-county service
area and/or helping those who
are challenged in making im-
provements or repairs to their
homes.

Come join the fun while
supporting a great community
organization. Your forty dol-
lars ($40) will provide you
with a fabulous culinary ex-
perience, five thousand casino
dollars, and a great evening of
fun and games.

Tickets may be pur-
chased from the Habitat office
in Young Harris, The Vacuum
Store on Cleveland Street,
Cabin Coffee of Blairsville
and The Enotah Group All-
state Insurance located on The
Square, and North Georgia
Tech, all in Blairsville.

For more information
about Habitat for Humanity
Towns/Union Counties, Inc.
and its programs, please con-
tact Bryan Thomas, Executive
Director at 706 379 2484.

time, and she went on to serve
in that capacity for 20 years as
of this past June, having won
re-election to the seat multiple
times.

Now, she looks forward
to her new responsibilities as a
Superior Court judge.

“I’m just excited that it’s
anew challenge to broaden my
exposure to different kinds of
cases, but also to be a servant
to more people of the circuit
rather than just White County,”
said Parks.

Concerning her swearing-
in ceremony down in Atlanta,
Parks said the occasion was
both humbling and exciting.

“We had quite a few
people down there back from
even my high school days, and
then a lot of people I (didn’t)
even know, that I am going to
be working with,” said Parks.
“It was humbling. It was one
of those ‘wow’ days.”

And when it comes to
her transition from Magistrate
to Superior Court, Parks said
she will still be under the same
judicial canons as when she was
a Magistrate judge, the major
difference being jurisdiction.

“We handle the sentencing

of more serious crimes that
Magistrates are not allowed to
handle ... more serious bond
issues,” said Parks.

Of course, Parks has been
to a fair amount of training
since initially receiving the
governor’s blessing, and she
has shadowed several senior
judges lately, though her real
education began on Sept. 4 with
on-the-job training.

Regarding her judicial
philosophy, Parks believes that
“everybody should be treated
fairly and everybody should
have access to justice,” and no
matter a person’s background,
the law should be applied fairly

to everyone.

“I’m just excited, I'm
honored, to be put in this
position, and I’'m excited to
be able to serve (the people of
the Enotah Judicial Circuit),”
said Parks. “I look forward to
serving them for years to come.
I’'m excited I'm working with
two other great judges.”

Parks takes the place of
Judge Murphy C. Miller, who is
the former Superior Court chief
judge who stepped down from
the bench effective July 1, at
which point Gunter assumed the
title of Enotah Judicial Circuit
Superior Court Chief Judge.
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Art Centre

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio * Art Classes
563 Gainesville Hwy...1 mile south of town
Blairsville GA 30512
(706) 835-1257

www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com

Tom’s Truck & Auto
706-971-9313

Gas & Diesel Engines
General & Major Repairs
ASE Master Diesel Technician
Specializing in"'FORD Powerstrokes
& All F-Series Trucks

Tom Martin
90 Madeline Way, Blairsville, GA 30512

GANNS BONEFURNISEN

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We've Got You Covered!”

568 Blue Ridge St. * Blairsville, GA

706:835-1209 .

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm * Sat 9am-4pm ¢ Closed Sun

24 Scott Drive ¢ Blairsville, GA
706-745-GRUB

RECOVE
SOV Z0VER),
NN

PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

PAVING

DIVISION INC.

) 706040002988

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS
SUB DIVISIONS
TAR/GRAVEL

[CommerncialgResidential

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

w” 100-743-8685

1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.
www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

Personal Loans - Starter Loans - (ons'f)dation Loans and more

417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I
BLAIRSVILLE
706-745-6111

* Al loans subject to our liberal credit policy
and limitations, if any. 1st Franklin Finan-
cal Corporation, NMLSR#141654, Georgia
Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.

wwuw. Iffc.com

Trail Rides at Trackrock

Summer Horse Ride Special

1 hour guided trail rides

$25

with this ad

BLAIRSVILLE, GEORGIA

www. Trackrock.com
Offer good Monday-Thursday only
Offer expires September 27, 2018 ~ Additional restrictions apply
Call for reservations (706) 745-5252

Specializing In:
Alignment « Computer Balancing
Brakes * Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill
Qil Changes

Michelin

| Uniroyal

Thomas Tire, Inc.
Auto & Big Truck Service

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

DOG GROOMING

Located at Pet City Inc. (Blairsville)

# Hair Trimming
® Nail Trimming J
@ Full Service Wash

® Flea & Tick Dip
* More $ervices Available

(706)-487-0686

We have NON-OBAMACARE

Health Insurance Plans

Confused? Get the Answers |

Contact Tom Taylor of the
Taylor In>u1dnoceé}§)§) 9Blldgi/me GA
Please take time to get the answers that your family needs about your
coverage. Join us over coffee to review all the options available to
you and ensure your doctors, hospitals and prescriptions are covered
by your plan. We will work 12 months a year and prove
“We Do What Others Promise.”
We have Medicare Supplements and Advantage plans
for those turning 65 in 2018!
Who is Tom Taylor?
Tom has been in the insurance business 36 years since his medical
retirement from the US Army as a LTC. He has numerous awards, such
as LUTCF, LILI AIA, Lifeleaders of GA & SC, Instructor for new agents.
His awards for the Army include Silver Star, Bronze Stars,
Meritorious Service Medals, Army Commendation Medals, Combat
Infantry Badge, Airborne Wings, Air Crew Wings, Air Medal, Meritorious
Unit Award, Good Conduct Medal, Reservest National Guard
Achievement Medal and National Defense Medal recipient.

Litton Landscaping, Inc.
1250 Collins Road
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-5478
Cell 706-781-4858

Complete Design
Installation
Maintenance
“We go the extra mile”

MONTGOMERY
CONCRETE

~ FOR'ALL YOUR'CONCRETE/NEEDS  ~
Forming through|Einishing, HouseiSlabs;
Driveways, Sidewalks, Stamped
Colored Concrete. Top Quality/Work!
Big/Jobsiand 'SmallfJobs!

Servmg North Georgia:since1997¢/ Insured|

TUFSTUF |

~ Call 706-781-1806

Live Oak Professional

x Lawn Care

A complete Lawn Care Company
Licensed & Insured

Call us Today for a Free Estimate
706-400-0033 or 828-557-0612

/=
NORTH

GEORGIA
MOVING

@"' Local & Regional

20 Years Experience

Stephen Young, owner/Operator
706-970-7573

stephengyoung77@gmail.com /

\

ROCK BOTTOM

Complete Gravel Driveway
Reconditioning
706-487-0857 Office
803-622-0037 Field

Driveway Fabric Installation, Quarterly,
Semi-Annual or Annual Regrading, Large
Empty Lot Mowing / Garden Tilling,
Lawn Seeding (Till & Seed Now for 2018!)
“Rock Bottom Prices / Free Estimates”
rockbottomdriveway @yahoo.com

Randolph Jones
Grading

Backhoe, Bobcat, Excavator,
Dump Truck, Dirt, Gravel, Septic
Tank Repair & Install, Pressure
Washing, Staining, Painting.
Any & All Small Jobs Welcome!

706-897-4909

PLACE YOUR

AD HERE!
Advertise with other
Local Business here in
the Blairsville areal!
Contact Derek
706-994-8973
or 706-745-6343



